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VARIATIONS

ON A MOTIVE OF BEETHOVEN

Gordon Ring

The motive on which this work is based is found as the opening four melodic
notes of sixth movement (of seven) in Beethoven’s
String Quartet No. 14 in C-Sharp Minor, op. 131:

No. 6 - Adagio quasi un poco andante, m. 2-4, viola

115 A - - j— H H }
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P mezza voce cresc.

This sixth movement, as numbered by Beethoven in the score, serves as a slow
introduction to, and moves without pause, directly into the seventh movement Allegro
which concludes the work.

Beethoven first discussed the composition of this work in December 1825, and
the work was completed by July 1826. However, it did not appear in a published version
until June 1827, three months after the composer’s death. The score is dedicated to the
Baron Joseph von Stutterheim.

Unlike a typical theme and variations, Beethoven’s motive serves as a musical generating
device in the composition of this work. Following a rescoring of Beethoven’s
original sixth movement with metric alteration the motive becomes a generator of four
variations, actually four short pieces, unified by statements of the motive. These
statements are inverted, elaborated, and used in several modes.
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